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Can we ever expect our online 
activities to remain private? 

https://esldebates.com/can-we-ever-expect-our-online-activities-

to-remain-private/  

 

How private is your life online? When you visit large social media websites 

or smaller blogs, do you expect your user details to be kept forever? There 

are over 4 billion regular users on the internet which is almost half the 

world’s population. We care about our personal information and do not 

want it to be systemically collected by websites and apps just so we can 

use their services. 

Over the years websites have been asking for more and more information 

about each of its users just so they can continue to use their website. This 

means that if you want to email, chat with friends on social media, or share 

pictures, you will need to hand over your real name, email address, mobile 

phone number, and in some cases, home address. This information is used 

to create even more precise advertising banners just for you, by building up 

a picture of your life and habits. Consumers are very often taken advantage 

of by placing the details of their activity in the small print of their terms and 

conditions. Nearly 91% of people do not read the terms and conditions and 

simply click ‘accept’. For apps like TikTok, Zoom, and Uber, their service 

terms can take up to an hour to read. This becomes more worrying once 

user profiles are exposed in data leaks. In August 2020, Instagram had 235 

million user details leaked with many other companies suffering similar 

cyber-attacks. Where do you draw the line? 
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Useful language to use in 
formal debates 

In general, you would need to come up with 4-5 main arguments to support 

your team’s debating position. It's also important to remember to also 

anticipate the opposition’s arguments to help you defend your team’s point 

of view. 

 

Building your Argument 
Introducing your point: To begin with… First of all… 
Connecting your points: Also… Furthermore… What’s more… 
Showing importance: More importantly… What’s worse… Above all else… 
Giving examples: For instance… For example… 
 
Opinions, Preferences: 
In my opinion..., The way I see it..., As far as I'm concerned..., If it were up 
to me..., I 
suppose..., I suspect that..., I'm pretty sure that..., I honestly feel that, 
Without a doubt…, 
 
Disagreeing: 
Don't you think it would be better..., Shouldn't we consider..., But what 
about..., I'm afraid I 
don't agree..., Frankly, I doubt if..., The truth of the matter is..., The problem 
with your point 
of view is that..., It’s a fact that…, According to …, The reality of the 
situation is…, The 
numbers show that…, The fact is this:…, Here’s the deal… 
 
Partially agreeing: 
I agree with you to a point however…, I see where you are coming from 
but…, I see what you 
are saying but …, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delaying Strategies 
I can’t answer that directly..., I’ll need time to think about that..., That’s a 
very interesting 
question, because…, That’s a difficult question to answer, 
 
Asking someone to repeat 
Pardon me? Pardon? Excuse me? Sorry? I’m sorry? I beg your pardon. 
 
Holding the floor 
Hold on..., Hold on a second..., Yes, I was about to mention that...., Well, I 
was about to come 
to that..., Sorry, I haven’t finished yet…, I haven’t made my point yet … 
a 
Expressing solutions and alternatives 
The solution is to…, Then you will…, The best way to … is …, 
To …, you really must …., There are many choices...., 


