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We Should Encourage 

Corporate Sponsorship of 

Culture and the Arts 
https://esldebates.com/can-we-ever-expect-our-online-activities-to-

remain-private/ 

If you walk into an art gallery in Europe, you will see a common theme between 

them. Many of the art galleries, exhibitions, installations, and outdoor events are 

often sponsored by large corporations that have little connection to the art and 

culture they are donating to. For instance, from 1990 to 2016, BP, which is one of 

the world's largest oil extraction companies, had donated money to the Tate 

Galleries in the UK as well as the Edinburgh International Festival. Both venues 

are world-famous for their display of creativity, art, and culture, and given their 

sponsorship you would see BP logos dotted around each event. Though it is true 

that art and culture are often underfunded and in need of cash to develop projects, 

critics are keen to point out that it is immoral for big corporations to continue this 

behaviour. They note that their intentions are dubious and can compromise the 

purpose of art for society. In the case of BP, they refer to its history of 

environmental disasters and so aligning itself with the arts is an attempt to improve 

or soften the image of the company. 

 

Corporate funding has become a large source of income for public galleries, 

theatres, and opera houses in recent years as government funding has been cut. 

Being able to find new and alternative sources of income can only be positive for 

the arts and culture which only widens access to these places of wonder and 

creativity. Companies are also part of our global community and they too have a 

voice and right to support high-quality art and performances. Combined with this, 

they are supporting local communities, creating jobs, and more importantly, they 

are financing dancers, artists, musicians, and other creatives to continue their 

work. Their activities in a business are not connected to the projects they support 

as a charitable endeavour. If people have a problem with BP, perhaps they should 

stop using their products and contact their MP (or government representative) 

instead. 
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Useful language to use in 
formal debates 

In general, you would need to come up with 4-5 main arguments to support 

your team’s debating position. It's also important to remember to also 

anticipate the opposition’s arguments to help you defend your team’s point 

of view. 

 

Building your Argument 
Introducing your point: To begin with… First of all… 
Connecting your points: Also… Furthermore… What’s more… 
Showing importance: More importantly… What’s worse… Above all else… 
Giving examples: For instance… For example… 
 
Opinions, Preferences: 
In my opinion..., The way I see it..., As far as I'm concerned..., If it were up 
to me..., I 
suppose..., I suspect that..., I'm pretty sure that..., I honestly feel that, 
Without a doubt…, 
 
Disagreeing: 
Don't you think it would be better..., Shouldn't we consider..., But what 
about..., I'm afraid I 
don't agree..., Frankly, I doubt if..., The truth of the matter is..., The problem 
with your point 
of view is that..., It’s a fact that…, According to …, The reality of the 
situation is…, The 
numbers show that…, The fact is this:…, Here’s the deal… 
 
Partially agreeing: 
I agree with you to a point however…, I see where you are coming from 
but…, I see what you 
are saying but …, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delaying Strategies 
I can’t answer that directly..., I’ll need time to think about that..., That’s a 
very interesting 
question, because…, That’s a difficult question to answer, 
 
Asking someone to repeat 
Pardon me? Pardon? Excuse me? Sorry? I’m sorry? I beg your pardon. 
 
Holding the floor 
Hold on..., Hold on a second..., Yes, I was about to mention that...., Well, I 
was about to come 
to that..., Sorry, I haven’t finished yet…, I haven’t made my point yet … 
a 
Expressing solutions and alternatives 
The solution is to…, Then you will…, The best way to … is …, 
To …, you really must …., There are many choices...., 


